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SPEECH OF

COL. H. R. AUSTIN,

Delivered at Oudd Fellows' Hall,
Fehraary 19, 1881,

FTHLINHED ¥Y REQUEAT OF THE MEXTING,

My Usion Frizxos :—The question 1 pro-
pose 10 discuss have been foreed upon us, sad
it sonn be decided by submission or rasis-
to the Black Republican Administration
sbout o be inaugurated at Washington. The
ite of Tennessee is in & false position, from
shich nothing but your prompt action can
redeem ber,  The Governor, &t your request,
onvensd the Legislature for the purpose of
slling a Conveuntion to determine what action

Siate of Tenpessee ought to take in refer-
nce ta the new relations which have arisen
etween her and her late confederates in the
nion our fathers formed. A difference of
pinion in regard 1o the proper action of the

posed Conveation defeated it: and, by
woting ** No Conveution,” Teonessee, in effect
leciared to the Black Repoblican Goveran-
went, soon to be inaugurated at Washingion,

ARCE

~*

tuat she will submit to Black Republican rule, |

»:1h or without an adjestment of the slavery
;uestion. Now, ] amsure that Tennesses did

ot intend to make avy such declaration.— | from the non-slaveholding States, and | ferv- | mon enemy who sought to bold them in per- | Calhoun, frightened the Congtess of the Unl-
Teonessee will mever submit 1o the usurpas | ently pray that they never will. 1 can speak | petual political boudage, under the forma of

sions of & hostile, scctionsl majority, whether
that majority clothes itself in the roles of the
{sion it has destroyed, or of the higher law
<gvereigaty, whick bolds in contempt all Con-
stitutionsl restrainta, Tbhat the Union our
‘athers formed is actually dissolved, secms
oo plain a proposition to admit of argumeat;
ieveribeless, there are many good men—true
~outhern men—who still close their eyes, and
will not see that the Union to which they
Log with so much idolstrons devotion, bas
Jlen 10 rise po more forever; that a gew

awon bas already been furmed, of seven of
‘ue suvereiga States, which in part composed
ue old Cuion : that & Southern Confederacy

now & recorded fmet—an existing reality.

My Union friends :—You bave been educat-
4 believe that all the bleszmgs of political,
aud religious liberty you enjoy are de-
ved from, and would termivate with, the

Y

"men ocur fathers formed; you have been |

ught to venerate the character of Washing-
«ou and nis co-patriots in the American revo-

| reepective subdivisions, will afford a happ

| issue to the experiment. With such Q‘{

| ful and obv:ou motives to t;jl::l.

| all r‘s of onr gounlry, w ® irnce
llulr:ot have dmlﬂuhd"’ its suﬁcum.

| bility, there will Always be reason to diztrust
the patriotiom of those who, In ray quatter,

- may endeavor to weasen it bands.”

The experiment hige been made, the douht
it solved, experience has demonstrated the
impracticability of embracing the slavehold-
. ing and noo-dlavebolding Stater in a common
| government; seven States bave withdmwn
| from the Union, and in the exercise of their
| separate sovereignty bave formed a new
| Union, and all the otherwlaveholding States
| bave threatened to withdraw if their Northers
! confederates refuse to enter into & new bond,
| with satisfactory guarantees for the future.~
| But, sot withstanding all these evidences of
| the netual dizeolution of the Union our fathers
{ formed, and the impracticability of embrac-

ing the two seclions in A common government,
| many of you, with & faith exveeding the
! frith of your fathers, believe that the Union
" and the Constitation was consecrated as the
| temple of liberty, snered and holy in the
' sight of Goll ; and, like the Ark of ihe Cove-

nant, the special object of His care and pro- | in 1he election of Lincoln, the fulfilment of

tection, uader all circuwstances, for all Jime | the prophecy of 1850 ; they remembered the
the Union it not yet dis- | warniog voice of the immortal Qaitman, who { believe that you can fold your arms ss mers

| tr come. You my !
solved ; you admit that it is in danger; that
| seven Stutes bave aiready seceded ; that they

bave organised a provisional govermnment;  sissippi united in severing ahe boad which | Soathern brethren, who, they tell you,

-*-'-mwmﬂ"ﬂw N
| the naxillary ey pmmm%nba
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Unlon politicians oot tay Gnun--

the leaders af the Righte in

:;hlﬂh an uulmah—r‘dm O‘f : peace
¢ country, for advpe

Weasures which they, th m;‘ﬁeﬂ“lﬁ

pledge thewselves to untllf.l iy

m"‘ A mrdgus
i, Itis impossible for the politigians lo pres
cipitate these States intp revelution or seces-
tlon.  Great political changes are always the
result of adegunte snd Jong uﬁﬂm eatgos
and the separation of the ug from
the nop-slaveholdiug States is not an excep-

tion to the general rule,

| In 1860 and 1851 the Bouthern Rights party
of Missisaippi, with the gallaat Quitmen ia
the . embraced a large of the

most lalented lendersof the Demooratic party,
uod many of the most influential jenders of
the old Whig party, all of their Representa-
tives in hoth Houses of Congress bul onke,and
& mnjority of the press of the Siate; but all
the zeal and energy of their combined efforts
fuiled with the peopie of Mississippi.

could not be precipitated into a position of
registance to, or secession from the Unlon.—
They resolved to wait for the fuliliment of
the prophecy of Quitman, in regard 0 the
progress and foal triumph of the Abolition-
ists of the North, in usurping the Goverswent
under the forms of the Constitution. They
did not believe that in ten short years there
would be a hostile -scticesl mn the
North, strong enocugh to elect a dent,
without one vote in a Southern State. They
| had faith in the patriotism and justice of their
| Northern brethren ; but in 1861 they ‘beheld,

had been * gntherdd to his fathers,” and with |

| one henrt, aud one voice, the trae men of Mis- |

' that they have solemnly sanounced to the | bad bound them to a nominal Unien, in which

world their determination to maintain thei®
independence upon the same great principles

upon which our fathers fought in the Ameri- |

can revolation. But you yet hope, in vain,
that the tyranaical majority of the North will
relent ; that they will yield something to the
spirit of compromise; that when they shall
bave Leecowe firmly seated in the long-coveted
places of power, they will deal gently and
kindly with us, if we will meekly acquiesce
in their assumed superiority, and lend them
our co-operation in restoring the Government
to its anciert priuciples of hostility to our
peculiar institution, and protection to their
pecullar interests. You say ithe seceded

| States have acted precipitately, and without |

sufficient eause ; that they have been precipi-
tated into revolution, in opposition to the will
of the people, by ambitivus, schemiong poli-

ticians, who were determined to rule or rain |

wy friends, is o great mis-

the country. Th
States, In my opinion,

is
take. The seceded
I will never revoke their decree of separation

| for the State of Mississippl with coufidence,
for [ baves onal knowledge of the po-
| litical sure through which she bag pass-
ed fur the last quarter of a century,and | as-

¢ re you that her peoplebave uot been forced | o yue side and patient forbearssce on the

t vl the Union by the politicians. T have

never been s politicias, and have no motive | yvirtue,” and the spirit of resistance, and the

! to defend any man or ciass of men against

charges feunded in truth and justice; but I |

, feel it to be my duty to defend the politicians
of Miseissippi aguinst the charges which many
of you believe 1o be true,

In 1850 T was o citizen of Missiesippi, and | to & suceessful issue, had despaired of wn | 0ur fathers formed,” you will be ashamed of
ought | honorable adjustment ol the great

& sealous Union man. At that day |
i we bad & Union to seve, snd | thought its
' salvation was worth aa eflort—bot | was
| wrong. | was self-deceived, ns many of you

are mow, by my habitaal reverence for the in-
' stitutions established by oir Revolutionary
| fathers, who periled everything but benor in
asserting and maintaining the great American
| idea of State sovereignty as the fundamental
principle of political liverty, which I stand

they conld no longer eénjoy equality, peace
and security. ‘
it certaiuly is mot very complimentary to |
the intelligence of the people of the seceded |
States, to say that they bave beea forced by |
the politiciang, against their will, to secede
from the Union  which they hed been taught |
to love and venerate, from their infamy, as a |
monument of the wisdom and patriotism of |
their Revolutionary sires. If this charge
" were trow, we might well ebagdon our fuith in
the capacity of man for seif-government. But
it is oot true. Long years of persistent ay-
gressions upon the pecaliar interests of the |
' Nouth, by the people of she Nurib, bad pro-
voked a spirit of reslstanee in the BSouth,
which naturally increased with the inereasing |
demopstrations of sectional hostilisy ia the |
North ; and it is not strange that the people |
of the South slowly aud reluctantly yielded
to the necessity of separation from a people
whose fatherz had fooght, shoulder to '
' shoulder, with their fathera, against & com- |

{
|

{* perverted Constitution, _

The history of the American Revolution,
which requited in theindependeace of thethir-
teen original States, ia a history of aggression

| other, “ until forbearance ceased to be a
. idesa of secession from the British Union, sup-
plasted in every true American heart the frel-
| ing of Joyalty to the Britiab .':nuucu.-—
{ But long aler Washingten and the bpst of

poble spirits who conducted the Revolution

|

I
involved in the controversy, the majoiity of |
the people of the Colonies held them back |
and compelled them to wait, until they saw |
| the dangers to which they were ; and
' even afier the Declaration of Independence, |
, many of the people were in faver of * recon-
struction”—of submission te the tyransy of
the government Lo which they been ac-
' customed ; and when their opposilion to the

cion, you bave been taught w0 regard the  here to-night to defend againstthe tyranny of | new government ripened ioto Lreason, they

Coustilution they vrdained as the perfertion
I wizgdom, and the Unicn they tormed as in-
lupensable 1o Whie preservation of your lib-

iy you bave beca taught to glory inthe | thought then a8 you think now, that the | Unrden upon the people, and be essily crush- | Punity o aggressions,
‘apd  extension of the government of the | politicinus of the Sonth were to Ylame, and 1 ; ed out by the overwhelming power
rion pver the Awerican Continent, sod to | thought it my duty to do all 1 could to per- | guns and British

Biack Republican consolidationism, as pro-
; claimed by Linceln inkis IQ.T
ing 10 the seat of his usurped ¢

“rjoice in be hope that the star-spangled | yuade the people of Mississippi to dis
wunce would forever wave over (be free and | (he warnings of Quitman, Davig, and &

snd indiv.sible people ; you have been taught spirit of the Union our fathers formed was
w boast of the power and graadeur of your fast dying owt beneath the shade of Black
creat central government, and to look with | Republicanism, and that ju & few short years
oatemwpl upon vtber natiovs less favored, less ' the Government of sthe United States would
rosperuas, less glorious thas your own ; you | derive all fts power from the €lements of hog-
iave grown rich, sud powerfal, snd pre- | tility to our Southern institutions.
yulpplutus, and in the exceas of ’v‘f ranity In my seal for * U‘ﬂ‘, l m“'d “
vou bave disregurded the wachings of history, | gome sev wany of the docaments which
& ] shut joureyes 1o the elvwents of disso- | the Southern-rights party scaltered broadenst
gt which were bouad up inthe Union, and ' grer the Siate, aad demonstrated to the sat-
gan the work of dissolution the moment the | jsfaction of all Unon men that the leaders of
wiog vas formed ; you have beea taught to | the Soutbern-rights party were disunionists
siieve that the Union our fathers formed was | por 22, [ wm now couvinced that | was mis-
¢ sacred compact, ordained of heaven, asd taken—that the charge wag unjest.
ctofore iudestructible ; you bave been |
wou would cotall gpon you snd your | that Mississippi, alone, or in connection with
Syld-en al! the burrors of endless civil war;  other States, should demand of Con the

 short, yuu

w 15 dissorve the politicsl relstions establish. | to give ber security sgaipst threatened
“d Ly their fathers, sod W losUtute o pew | gressions: and in the event! of a filure
“iiical system which sboald remsis ua- | obtain the redress and security thus denitnd.
tanged and uuchangeable forever. And | ed, he recommended **the ond

®w siandiog 48 you are lo the midst of the | accession of the aggrieved Siates.
* v rel (lements of the Union you buve idol. | demand, be and the Seutaern party of Mis-
T4 as the embodiment of sll that is great | slasippl were denounced’ !
854 glusie

Vet the evidence of your senses, and (8- | the gift of prophecy, he cpuid pot bave ﬁl‘.-l

Ve ail the powers of earth sud beaven to | told more elearly than be did, what hag sisce | o dor wound you. I Lkeew you are not
voetrve the Union which bas sccomplished | sranwpired : now, after 11 is Wo Iate, even | snbmissionists, | know are true to the
Cend for whick it was formed, soll with the | the * Border Stoles " bave been aroused to & | South ; but like many of ph true of the
s npon which it was founded, bas veas- | percepiion of the ruin into which sbeljtion { Revolution —who were not \he perceive
* to exigt, ‘ | fanniicizia wauld sagulph them the moal | the necessity of dissolving their I con-
Yuylshwaid we expect the Usnios our fath. | geslous Union man i sil their | who | nection with s pecple who Ahe right
% lirined Lo escepe the common fate of all | is not an abolitionist, and, y 'mli.‘ to contral them in their domestic reluntions for
sn contrivances. Tae bistory of the | o see the Government transforred o the 'l their own advantage—you still cliog to “ the

-

W fromw the beginning, s but the bistogy | Black Republican gection of the country, de-
ceeund fall of political systems, of the | munds more concessions from the North than

atisejourney-
entral power, | government would soon becomenn intolerable |

: . ot f who could not think of
ndependent States of America as 8 united  of others who then saw, as | uow see, that the | from the grandeur and glo

| fied for protection to the camp of their op- |
pressors, deladed with the hope that the rebel |

British |
Id, There were tucn, as |
{ there wre wow, “ recomstruciiemists;” men |
rating themeelves |

of the greatest |
Government on the eart glorious gov |
ernment of old Baglend, under whose flag ;
they bad t apd conquered in the name of |
liberty ; & Government which bad imsulted, |

e SR
on plea e ':f-'-" ;

Bov States, as they were soon

l

|

! Gev, Quitman, in bis message to the Legis. | of Great B
1o believe that & dissvlution of the | lature, November 18th, 1850, recommended  hearts of the American people by 8 systematic | in barmony with the Constitution of the
i course of injustice and

Lave been taught to believe thut | redress of specifie grievances, sad of the | subunission
wr rorolutionary fathers weee endowad with | North, or non-sluveboldisg States, an savend- | Brivish Union,
* wigdom, sud lnvesied with exelusive pow. ment of the Constitutien of the Uulted States | American oo:ol the distiagaished bonor of
- | Yoting, in &

{

peaceful |
Audfor this | they

A8 “ disunsonists, per | or
gé in bumen isstitutioss, you e ' e." If Gov. Qm“lﬂlh‘o'ed with | but of the power to do it

nd dissolution of Ntates, Kingdoms J Gov. Qutman and the Southern Rights party | ern brethren to stay the hand of aggression ;
The Uslon eur fathers farmed  of Miseisaippi did iu 1950, Nevertheless, the ' to yive us indewaity for the past, and security

0 ackpowledge them to have been. Such
was the Government 'o which the reconstruc-
}tioahu-f the Revolution would have united |
the fortapes of the independent States of
| America. And in the plonitude of ils wage
 naniwity, ibr:hres and mighty Goverament
n, after it bad allenated the

lon, and kad |
' compelled thew to mske Lhelr choice between |
and tyrannyg, or secession from the
to oconfer upon the

iess minesity, in the British
of baviag themselves abused |
% to the
thag day

| Parliamont, &
us »n#m barbarians.” B
heroic of the

to recommis their fn-

terests 1o & Uovernment which falled to
wsh thom, not from the weat of the will,

Union friends : I would not say & word

Union our fadbers ‘formed ;” you yet have
faith in the effiamcy of prayer to your North-

LH‘B‘\'E}'T

' into submission. This, my Union friends, is
Soath Carolina, armed

i tory to Seuth Carolins aad her Sonthern sis.

Fnion, the Democratic

e =i e ———

esirable, because the old Uslon b
rived the common intersels, common
fers and fraternal
was founded ; and
ul‘f-pfmv_;:lu which
original Btates to co .
all the slavebolding Hintes ; and because ft
not ble for the State Rights
the South to Lharmenise with th:
tion theorles of the North; dnd it is not
sible for the free-soil theoties of the '
harmonize with the siavery-extengion thes
ories of the South ; and beonase it is not poss
sible for the representatives of the 1wo sec-
tions to legislate, harmonionsly, in the sa
hall ; and use it is not possible 1o pre
the agitation of the slavery question, se lohg
as the institution is embraced in the jarisdies |
tion of government chiefly controlled by & |
rectfonal majority, unfriendly to its protee-
tion and extension. But if the eanses of depe
aration, to which | have briclly alluded, were
only lmaginsty, the fact of is :
a mere fanoy ; and whether it was the re
of folly or of wisdom, it is a reality, aad
such we are compelled to deal with ic. Wa
must make our clection. We wmust join our
friends of the South, or we must unite with
the North, or we must set up for ourselves, |
Home of your leaders—for you bave leaders
ns will ns the Secessionists—have made you

speciators of the political drama, They tel|
you that you must not make war upon youe
e
been innocent, passive Automatons im the
hands of smbitious politicians, who were de.’
terwived to rule or ruio the conmtry. They

simply adrize you to denounce the politicians, |
who, they say, have dragged or driven the
people of seven States out of the Union, and
farced them w0 commit the crime of bigh
treason aguingt the grealest Government and
the most glorions Union the world ever saw. |
They tell you that South Carelina had the

audacity to secede without asking leave of

anybody ; that she was fatally bent on mis |
chief—that she bas dragged other States sfler
her, and that ghe expects to drag Tennessee
out of the Upion—'the glorious Union our
fatbers formed.” They tell you South Oare-
lina is & pest of irsitors, nad has beea so
from the first. They tell you of her nnllifica-
tion and try to amuse you with the absurd
story about Genersl Jackson frightuning them

& great mistake.
with the Constitution snd the Declaration of
Independence, nnder the lead of the ¢

ted States into submission ; and the gallant |

Clay, the champion of the unconstitutiossl! |
protective poliey, made a glorious display of |
bis generalship in his memorable retreat i
final eapitulation with South Careliaa, upon |
terma honorable to both parties,and satisfuc. |

ter States. Thuoas the vital privciple of our
American jdea of politica] liberty—the abso-
lute sovereignty of the States—was practicals
Iy illugtented ; and when time, and truth, and
reason, shall bave dispelled the illusion eres—
ted by false views of the wonderful “Uniosn

the prejudices of those who have taught you
to abuse South Carolinansas traitors, for na-
serting and maintaining her rights as u sov-
ereign State in the Fuion, so long as the Un-
ien could be endured ; and for seceding from
it after the principles and couditigns upon
which it was founded had been perverted and
violated Ly other parties to the compaet. If
all the Soutbern States had been a8 vigilant
as South Caroline, in guarding the Constitu-
tion against the' false interpretations and
forced constructions of the North, the Union
might possibly have been preserved ; but they
have compromiscd with error, and given im-

by rien‘ eudurance,
until they bhave reached the point of alject
submission to a lawless sectionn! mmjority, or
A manly vindieation of Lheir rights and prin.
ciples by svering tie political bond by which |
that spctional majority clnims the right te |
hold and govern them forever,

Itis a fact well known to every one famil- l
iar with the history of political parties in
this country, that one of the cardinal princi-
ples 8 which the Demaorstic party wes
organized by General Jackson, and upon
which be was re-elected to the Presidency,
wus the principle upon whieh Seuth (hrol{-
bs nullified the protective tariff laws of Cons

ress.
. I have pever belonged to the Demoeratic
t:rl.r ot to any other politiedl party, but [ am
und to scknoweledge that the principles of
the Democratie party, siace the period of |
South Uaroline nullification, have been wore |

United States than nuy other politieal party
in the eountry. The pretective tariff,

United States bank, and the systewm of re
wal Improversents by the General Govern.
went, which the North bad insugurated snd
maintained as the settied policy of the Gov.
ernment, wers denounced by Generst Jack-
800 a4 Guconstitutivosl and oppressive o the
Bouth ; und, unpalatalle as this doctrips was
10 the North, striking as b did, st their
schemes of sectional », mdm Gieneral
Jackson, by the mn':rﬂm h‘:tlct of
his name, and all the influences of perfect

governmen', sad, theorstically, st least,

brought it back to the prisciples of I:. Con-
stitut And thus Jackson » Demo-
cpatie . feom that day to Save prac-
ally the ne tion ordisance |
of Sonth Carclina. And for that reason,
from that day to the final dissolution of the

bas rapidly de-
elined in the North, and is now demonnced as
the Southern y, which they were deter-
mined to crush out, at the risk of creshieg
eut the Government.

theories of |

! Yoy

I
h‘ ']
1
|
r
i
-
o l h B g vnona b aet, -
Ti.«;r-o with the South,
“The mion our fathers bas accom-

plished its work : it has finished its course
It was & glorious Union !—glorious in ita or-
ghvization, and glerious in its results | —and
the time will soom cowe when these who
woo:n aver its dissolution, will bave ocea-
sion to rejoice.

| eherish no malice tewards the ple of
the North. They are s great people, uad 1
shalil rejoice in their ity, Usder sep-

arate political systemas, both sectons will en-

ce and p ty. Weo eatt make good
bers, but we can’t keep honse together
oy . We must say to them, a3 Abra-
ham gaid to lot, “We be brethren ; let there
be no strife between our people.” Let us
separate in pence, and thus commend 1o the
world the great principles of pelitical liberty,
for which our fathers fought and bled in the
Americag Kevolution. [t must beso, it is
not possible thas the North can bave become
so besotted as to attempt to hold the South-
ere Sexies in a political bondage more gal
ling and more degrading than the bond which
the, Geveramentattempted to (ssien ap-
on our ancestora,

It Is idle to talk of reconstruction. The
Goverument st is ¥“rouger at
this moment than the Govermment at Wash.
ington. The secaded States are bousd to-

a common origin, & emc:: lan-

neigw

gether b
mo.l{hmn interests, common




